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suits heaped by certain Ahom nobles on the Moamaria
Gosain, or I^ahanta, caused the disaffection of that
sect towards the throne to become more pronounced,
while the cruel persecution of this large and powerful
sect drove them finally, in 1769, to open rebellion
headed by the Moamaria Gosain, whose son Bangan
collected their first formed body of fighting men,
and entered the district of Namrup in the extreme
east of Assam. Their first engagement with Lukshmi
Sing's troops was not successful, but later in the
year another leader, Ragha, led an insurgent body
down the north bank of the Brahmaputra and suc-
ceeded in defeating the royalist forces several times,
eventually capturing the Ahom king and some of his
nobles, these latter being instantly put to death.

The Moamaria Gosain now caused the son of the
Moran chief, Ramakant, to be raised to the throne ;
but this regime only lasted a short while, as the
royalist nobles, making a last effort to restore the
old administration, managed to capture Ragha, and
later Ramakant, who, with their families, were put
to death. Lukshmi Sing was released, reinstated,
and with this success followed a most rigorous per-
secution of the Moamaria. The Gosain and numbers
of his followers were captured ; and as the Ahoms
had always been notorious for their cruel and revolt-
ing forms of punishment, these people were killed
with indescribable tortures, ending with impalement.